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Dear Congregants,

In this month’s bulletin, | will try my hand at sports reporting. | would like to begin by wishing Ryan Braun
a mazel tov on winning the MVP (Most Valuable Player) award in Major League Baseball this year.
Unfortunately, | will have to begin instead by wishing Braun a mazel tov on the more current news that
the BBWAA (Baseball Writers’ Association of America) has announced it will not strip him of the award
even if Major League Baseball suspends him for 50 games next year for testing positive for performance
enhancing substances during the playoffs.

Let's begin at the beginning. Braun, the celebrated left fielder of the Milwaukee Brewers, won the award
batting .332 with 33 homers and 111 RBIs, as well as stellar defense in the outfield, leading the Brewers
to the postseason, where they reached the National League Championship Series before falling to the
eventual world champion St. Louis Cardinals. Braun, a self-identified Jew*, is only the fourth Jew to win
the MVP award (after Hank Greenberg, Sandy Koufax, and Al Rosen). Still only 28 and in the prime of
his career, Braun can already lay statistical claim to be the third greatest Jewish ballplayer in Major
League history, behind only the legendary Greenberg and Koufax. *(According to public sources,
Braun’s father is Jewish, his mother not. This makes him Jewish by birth under the Reform and common
Reconstructionist standard, but not so under the traditional halachic standard applied by the rest of the
Jewish world. While conversion for a child raised as a Jew is a simple formality, it is not publicly evident
whether Braun ever underwent a conversion; and although he proudly considers himself Jewish, he
states that he never celebrated a bar mitzvah or observed holidays. Whatever his halachic status,
Braun’s public identity is clearly Jewish, and for all the nachas we shepped over his successes, we must
now acknowledge him in times of embarrassment as well.)

According to the information available as | write (though much more may be known by the time you read
this), Braun tested positive for a highly elevated level of the male hormone testosterone during last
October’s playoffs, following his MVP regular season, which further testing showed to be synthetic (that
is, not his body’s own testosterone, even at abnormally high levels). When informed of the finding,
Braun immediately requested a re-test, which he passed. Although the test result and the 50-game
suspension it would trigger are currently under appeal to an arbitrator and still subject to confidentiality,
the news was prematurely leaked. This means, unfortunately for Braun, that while the sports media
world is aflame over the scandal, he cannot yet tell his side of the story. His two-letter description of the
affair so far is that the finding is “BS,” and his people claim he has a great explanation and the ruling will
be overturned. The baseball cognoscenti tell us no such finding has ever been publicly overturned by
the arbitrator in the brief history of baseball’s performance-enhancing-drug testing rules, but some add
that no accused player has ever before had his results leaked during the appeal process, leaving open
the possibility that some cases have been overturned and then successfully kept confidential for the
sake of the player’s — and baseball’s — reputation.

Although we have not heard his story yet, my imagination can conjure basically four types of
explanations for Braun’s test. From best to worst (for Braun), they are:
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1. A false positive — something amiss with the test itself. This might mean bad chemistry was
performed in the lab, or perhaps the wrong sample was tested, or the test was poorly designed
and unreliable to begin with. Such an outcome would mean Braun did nothing wrong at all.
However, this would be something the lawyers and chemists would find upon examining the lab
work, and would not depend on Braun telling his story of what happened. This does not seemto
be the claim coming from his camp.

2. Braun did not knowingly take any banned substance for performance-enhancing or other
purposes. Explanations in this category might include his doctor prescribing a medication with an
unexpected side-effect, or some combination of legal supplements producing an unexpected
result in concert. Another variation of this would show a valid medical reason for extraordinarily
high testosterone, but this would also have to account for the finding that it was synthetic. The
weakness of these arguments is that they depend on an assertion that Braun could not
reasonably know they would affect his body in this way, but after all, he is an athlete, not a doctor
or a chemist.

3. Aclaim of negligence rather than malicious cheating. This is the most common claim of accused
ballplayers. There are many varieties of this argument: he bought the wrong supplement; he took
someone else’s supplements; he forgot to check the list of banned substances carefully or trusted
the wrong person to check for him. Perhaps he forgot to tell the league that he is being treated
for an early onset of low testosterone, and they caught him on a day his medication was in flux.
With the exception of that last fanciful suggestion, the weakness of these claims is that we must
believe the ballplayer just happened to get caught making a one-time mistake. They also admit
the athlete was cheating — accidentally. This is an argument for saving a shred of reputation, not
for avoiding punishment.

4. He did it. This is pretty clearly not what Braun has to say.

Let me take a moment to address this as a rabbi. Believe it or not, Jewish law and ethics has a category
that covers cheating, including cheating in sports. This is called nyTna'a, g’nivat da’at, which could be
translated over-literally as stealing knowledge or stealing mind. Of course, the expression means
misleading or cheating, but what is important about the form in Hebrew is that it puts cheating not in the
category of playful trickery, but of stealing. And a ballplayer who cheats is stealing from many people.
He is, of course, stealing opportunity from his fellow athletes who follow the rules. In this case, he may
have stolen the MVP award and a piece of history from a more deserving athlete. He is defrauding all
those spectators who expect to see a clean sport, but instead see a chemistry contest. Most important,
he is stealing from the parents who buy their children his merchandise and point him out to their children
as a role model, only to find that he is in fact a model of a cheat; and he is stealing a measure of the
innocence of those children.

| hope when all the facts come out, Braun will prove to be innocent. | hope so because he is an
appealing star and has always seemed to be a real “good guy” in baseball. 1 hope so especially because
as a Jew in public life, he represents us all — whether we, or he, like that or not. | hope so most of all
because so many of his disillusioned fans nationwide are Jewish parents and children for whom a Jewish
sports hero is a real source of pride and bonding.

Rabbi, Boaz Marmon



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dear Congregants,

Now that we are approaching winter, please take
advantage of attending services so that we can
have a minyan. Once inside, | promise you will
be warm-physically and spiritually!

Also, please take advantage of any programs we
offer, as it gives a chance for you to interact with
others, and exercise your mind.

We are always in need of Bingo volunteers,
especially come winter time. Please let Laurie or
Larry Greenberg know if you would like to join
the Bingo volunteers.

Also, if you would like to give a Kiddush and get
an aliyah in honor or memory of a loved one, let
the office know and we will accommodate your
needs.

Stay warm and enjoy the season.

Syd Hochman

Congregation Shaaray Tefila and
Sisterhood Send Their Very Best 4
Birthday Wishes to the Following *
Members and Friends:

Myron Rapaport Dr. Larry Greenberg

January 5 January 6

Gerald Rothstein J. Lawrence Paltrowitz
January 12 January 13
Benjamin Cohen Leonard Every
January 14 January 16

Vance Cohen Herb Levin
January 22 January 29

SYNAGOGUE NEWS AND
ANNOUNCMENTS

IMPORTANT DATES

KOSHER DELIVERY
The scheduled Kosher Deliver will be on
Wednesday, January 18". Dates are subject to
change without notice. Please call ahead to
verify your delivery date. Please note the new
number is 456-9314

There will NOT be a Board Meeting in
January 2012

Adult Education: Please note that we are taking
a brief hiatus from classes until Mid January. We
will resume classes with a new day and time.
Will are moving to Thursday’s, starting on
January 19" at 2:00PM.

@ A very special thank you to Elaine Sobel
for all her help and hard work in the
preparation of the meal for the recent Family
Havdallah service with dinner and a movie.
Thgnk you Elaine! " ¥ —
This event was sponsored JEWISH
i ; 2 LEDLRALION
by the Jewish Federation Of &, e tenvon

Northeastern NY.

Best Wishes to the Following Members for

= a Very Happy Anniversary:
Z_J_Y
(Z0N _ _
Sidney & Shirley Kanofsky
January 1st
62" anniversary

Dr. Steven & Jerrilyn Benson
January 29th
45" anniversary

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE
THESE THOUGHTFUL
CONTRIBUTIONS

ARTS & ACQUISITIONS FUND

In honor of Norm Kudan on his birthday
From, Leonore Lebowitz

BUILDING /GENERAL FUND

In memory of Elly Kantrowitz
From:
Martin & Lynn Meyer




Janet & Abe Abbott
Herb & Michelle Levin

In honor of Norm Kudan on his 90" birthday
From, Sunny Buchman

Good health and healing wishes to Len Every
Love and good health to Shirley Kanofsky
From, Bob & Dolly Morrissey

In memory of Max Yunich
From, Beverly Yunich

In memory of Evelyn Kanoff Aronson
In memory of Elly Kantrowitz
From, Georgia Drellos

In honor of Burt & Claire Kantrowitz on their
anniversary
In honor of Sofya Orshansky on her birthday
In honor of Peter Weill on his birthday
In honor of Norm Kudan on his birthday
From, Rose & Jerry Rothstein

Thank you to Mark & Cheryl Hoffman for their
generous donation to the synagogue’s general fund

In loving memory of Morris Solomon
From, Ruth Shapiro

LILA WEINSTEIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND

In honor of Norm Kudan on his birthday
From, Peter & Joan Weill

M/M SAMUEL ARONSON EDUCATION FUND

In honor of Anna Novitsky's birthday
From, Roz Winston

In honor of Sunny Buchman'’s birthday and
congratulations on the recent publication of her
book.

From, Bonnie Yanklowitz

SISTERHOOD FUND

Thank you to Mark & Cheryl Hoffman for their
generous donation to the Sisterhood Fund

In loving memory of Hazel Barber
From, Bonnie Yanklowitz

TORAH REPAIR FUND

In honor of Burt & Claire Kantrowitz on their
anniversary
In honor of Sofya Orshansky on her birthday
In honor of Peter Weill on his birthday
In honor of Adolph Diskin on his birthday
Good health and healing wishes to Joan Weill
From, Norm & Sylvia Kudan

In honor of Adolph Diskin’s birthday
From, Sid & Shirley Kanofsky

8. S1STERHOOD
/ GIFT SHOP NEWS

The Sisterhood Gift Shop is opened during the
week during normal Office hours. Payment is
expected at the time of purchase. Sisterhood
thanks you for your patronage.

The Gift Shop window and display case are
located in the Main Hall.

We have a great selection of candles, plain and
decorative, new jewelry, books, limited edition
items, children’s dishes & other beautiful one-of-
a-kind gift items.

Sisterhood thanks you for your patronage.
Gift Certificates are available!

a SISTERHOOD NEWS:
JANUARY 2012

Attention Sisterhood Members, Family and
Friends:
On behalf of our Sisterhood, | want to wish
everyone a happy, healthy, prosperous New
Year. Hopefully the New Year will bring
interesting and pleasant events which we can
enjoy together.
Looking forward to a fulfilling New Year,
Sisterhood president, Joan Weill

ONEGS AND KIDDUSHES WILL BE

SPONSORED BY:
Friday, January 6:
No sponsor, light refreshments will b

Saturday, January 7: Kiddush sponso’re_cfby
Elaine Sobel in loving memory of her beloved
husband, Rabbi Richard Sobel.

Friday, January 13: Services at The Glen,
sponsored by Sunny Buchman in memory of her
beloved husband, Paul Buchman

Saturday, January 14: Kiddush sponsored by
Jean & Len Every in memory of Len’s grandparents,
Dvorah & Boruch Silverman

Friday, January 20: Family Dinner and Service,
no Oneg




Saturday, January 21:
No sponsor, light refreshments will be served

Friday, January 27:
No sponsor, light refreshments will be served

Saturday, January 28: Kiddush sponsored by Jay
Oppenheim

— W — - — — - — — - — — - —— = — - — — - — — - — — - — — - — — - —

HONORABLE MENTCHEN:

Thank-you to all the generous people who
sponsored an Oneg or Kiddush in December:

Sunny-Buchman, Arnold & Jeanne Mandwelle,
Norm & Sylvia Kudan, Annette Raych and
Thelma & Esther Witepsky, and Ernie &
Deborah Robitel

— W — - — — - — — - — — - —— = — - — — - — — - — — - — — - — — - —

SISTERHOOD APPRECIATES YOUR HELP

Please call Laurie in the office if you want to
sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush for the month of
February, 792-4945. Thank you again for your
donations and your sponsorship.

——— - —— - — ——— —— - —— = — - — — - — — - — — - — — - — — - —

HADASSAH MITZVAH DAY
Due to unpredictable weather (fortunately mild
now) several individual Hadassah Mitzvah Days
took place in early December, replacing the one
planned for the 18™.
| have visited residents at The Stanton
rehabilitation & Nursing Center on Sherman
Avenue in Glens Falls. Each person who was
able to verbalize expressed appreciation for the
time to talk, visit and share life and holiday
memories.
Other members of Hadassah and | have visited
congregants at the Glens Falls Hospital. Instead
of Mitzvah Days solely in December, they will be
throughout the year.
Please continue your mitzvah days this winter.
With Mitzvah Day thoughts,
Bonnie Yanklowitz, Chair — Hadassah Mitzvah

— W — - — — - — — - — — - —— = — - — — - — — - — — - — — - — — - —

Thank you for your 2011-2012 dues for
Sisterhood and any additional donations. Your
membership is appreciated as well as any other
donations through the year (s).

Thank you,

Bonnie Yanklowitz, Financial Secretary
The Hadassah book discussion

,ﬂﬂ = group will meet on Monday

= January 16 at 10:30 AM at the

home of Shelle Kelz 30 Garrison QBY.

The book to be discussed is As a Driven Leaf
by Milton Steinberg, historical novel of second
century Palestine

Future selections and dates will be:

February 20, 2012:
The King' s Speech by Mark Logue

——— - —— - — ——— —— - —— = — - — — - — — - — — - — — - — — - —

SAY CHAI TO SISTERHOOD

“I am my sister’s keeper.
We are in this together.

Not to win
Not to compete
Not to conquer

But to educate
To nurture
To help.

We are each others keeper.
Let us celebrate the power within us all
To make the difference
To change the world.

Dr. Natasha Josefowitz

If you want to help make a difference for the
Jewish community of Greater Glens Falls area,
say Chai to Sisterhood membership. Send
your check for $18 to Sisterhood of
Congregation Shaaray Tefila, in care of Joan
Weill, 68 Bay Street, Glens Falls, NY 12801, or
call her at 793-6852 for information.

fg TEMPLE/SYNAGOGUE
“RELIGIOUS SCHOOL:
- 'y 4

JANUARY 2012

TSRS Musical Fundraiser January 29"

Due to a scheduling conflict, we have changed



the date of the TSRS musical fundraiser to
Sunday, January 29™. It will be held in the
sanctuary of the Synagogue from 2 — 4, followed
by a small reception and food. Please help
support the Temple Synagogue Religious
School as we try to raise money to purchase
new computers. Starting in January, there will
be advertisements in the newspapers and
posters available to hang around town. Please
invite everyone that you know.

With support from the Jewish Federation of
Northeastern NY we will present Community
Action Theater Services’ Broadway Royalty,
which showcases music from the last 100 years
of Broadway written by Jewish composers and
lyricists. Music from over 20 shows is connected
by a narrative that describes the lives of these
Broadway legends. The revue stems from a
nationwide public library program honoring these
composers as representative of the cultural
heritage established in the United States by an
immigrant group and their descendents. The
new musical revue stars local performers, Janet
Stasio, Angela Potrikus, Bill Hickman, and me
(Adam Paul Fine), with music direction by Vince
Bonafede.

We held the consecration ceremony for our new
students in October. New students in
kindergarten and older were presented with their
first Sifrei Torah, and our older students were
reminded to dedicate themselves to their Jewish
studies.  This was followed by the first
community luncheon of the year. The next
luncheon will be held in April. The first half of
the TSRS school year has gone very well, and
I’'m looking forward to the second half starting in
January.

Happy Chanukah,
Adam Fine, TSRS Director

YAHRZEIT RECORD FOR
JANUARY 2012

“The Memory of the Righteous is for a
Blessing”

Please note that the Yahrzeit date is listed AFTER

the name(s) of the deceased

Alfred Einstein
Judith Smul
Monday, 1/2/2012 Tevet 7, 5772
Yetta Bakst (Yudis Sheftel)
Hyman Gould
Jack Mandwelle
Eva Rote-Rosen (Rifke Bas Dovid)
Dvorah Silverman
Rabbi Richard Sobel
Anna Zweibelson (Hannah)
Wednesday, 1/4/2012 Tevet 9, 5772
Gertrude Gersten
Ben Goldberg
Thursday, 1/5/2012 Tevet 10, 5772
Louis Lazarus
Elayne Suckman
Friday, 1/6/2012 Tevet 11, 5772
Marion Gellman
Saturday, 1/7/2012 Tevet 12, 5772
Seymour Bobbin (Shimon Ben Leib)
Irene Daley Einstein (Sarah)
Elinore Greene
Mary Mandel
Morris Solomon
Sunday, 1/8/2012 Tevet 13, 5772
Samuel Jacobs
Emanuel Juris
Victor Silverman
Tuesday, 1/10/2012 Tevet 15, 5772

Dr. Samuel Kanter (Shlemei (Shlomo) Ben Reb

Yitzchuk Dov)
Marion Ullman
Thursday, 1/12/2012 Tevet 17, 5772
Harry Green
Friday, 1/13/2012 Tevet 18, 5772
Isidor Oppenheim
Sally Rote-Rosen
Regina Strobel Weill
Saturday, 1/14/2012 Tevet 19, 5772
Morris Alkes
A. Morris Aronson
Henry Elkis
Sunday, 1/15/2012  Tevet 20, 5772
A. Henry Elkes
Jules Perlman (Yehuda Ben Yaacov)
Barnet Shapiro
Moses Silverman
Monday, 1/16/2012 Tevet 21, 5772
Katherine (Kay) Day
Penny A. Grossman
Chayim Seaman



Boruch Silverman
Tuesday, 1/17/2012 Tevet 22, 5772
Bessie Cohen (Gitte Basheh)
Wednesday, 1/18/2012 Tevet 23, 5772
Robert Aronson
Abraham Green (Avrahum)
Hyman Reed
Thursday, 1/19/2012 Tevet 24, 5772
Gusta Aronson (Gittel bas Dovid)
Morris Aronson
Walter Cohen
Joseph Saidel
Friday, 1/20/2012 Tevet 25, 5772
Mosha Aronson
Samuel Rosenburg
Saturday, 1/21/2012 Tevet 26, 5772
Samuel Aronson
Rose Roth
Dorothy Segel
Max Yunich
Sunday, 1/22/2012  Tevet 27, 5772
Sam Borlawsky
Eva Leah Silverman
Monday, 1/23/2012 Tevet 28, 5772
Gussie Berman
George Kudon
Tuesday, 1/24/2012 Tevet 29, 5772
Samuel Beck
Bertha Kasper
Adrian Seligman
Harry Silverman
Wednesday, 1/25/2012 Shevat 1, 5772
Max Oppenheim
Jeanne Silverman
Thursday, 1/26/2012 Shevat 2, 5772
Helen Hoffman
Friday, 1/27/2012 Shevat 3, 5772
George Koble (Gershon Udell)
Saturday, 1/28/2012 Shevat 4, 5772
Samuel Saidel
Sunday, 1/29/2012  Shevat 5, 5772
Jack Smith
Monday, 1/30/2012 Shevat 6, 5772
Samuel Weiss
Berdie Yafa
Tuesday, 1/31/2012 Shevat 7, 5772

YAHRZEIT RECORD FOR
FEBRUARY 2012

“The Memory of the Righteous is for a
Blessing”

Please note that the Yahrzeit date is listed AFTER
the name(s) of the deceased

Charles Ginsburg
Chayeh Kobel
Sabina Landau
Wednesday, 2/1/2012 Shevat 8, 5772
Isidore Alkes
Carol Mauro
Molly Rodman
Louis Rosenblum
Thursday, 2/2/2012 Shevat 9, 5772
Rose Cohen (Raiza)
Monday, 2/6/2012 Shevat 13, 5772
Anna Cohen
Ida Jacobs
Tuesday, 2/7/2012 Shevat 14, 5772
William Kanoff (Zev ben Yosaph)
Louis Kent
Irving Matlow
Friday, 2/10/2012 Shevat 17, 5772
Daniel Beale
Morris Kantrowitz (Mosheh)
Benjamin Segel
I. Mort Yanklowitz
Saturday, 2/11/2012 Shevat 18, 5772
Cynthia Frost
Mildred Seaman
Monday, 2/13/2012 Shevat 20, 5772
Joseph Eddleton
Annie Schwartz (Channah Feige)
Arthur Shapera
Arthur Shapiro
Tuesday, 2/14/2012 Shevat 21, 5772
Esther Silverman
Carl Suckman
Wednesday, 2/15/2012 Shevat 22, 5772
Lena Shapiro
Thursday, 2/16/2012 Shevat 23, 5772
Celia Frost
Maurice Lebowitz
Anne Lucks
Friday, 2/17/2012 Shevat 24, 5772
Maurice Berman
Henrietta Besher
Gustave Cohen
Henry Cohen
Saturday, 2/18/2012 Shevat 25, 5772
Robert Weiner
Sunday, 2/19/2012  Shevat 26, 5772
Edith Block
Ida Hoffman
Tuesday, 2/21/2012 Shevat 28, 5772
Reva Cohen



Ethel Juris
Wednesday, 2/22/2012 Shevat 29, 5772
Philip Goldstein
Rose Greenberg
Henrietta Lebowitz (Yenta Bat Yosayf)
Thursday, 2/23/2012 Shevat 30, 5772
William Drazin (Zev Wolf Ben Mordecai Hayim
Hakohen)
Stewart Stern
Stephen Stillman
Samuel Suckman
Mayer Wexler
Friday, 2/24/2012 Adar 1, 5772
Peter Accardi
Michael Forman (Yunkel Michel)
Irving Rosenberg (Yitzchak)
Lena Semelisky (Libeh Rochel)
Sunday, 2/26/2012 Adar 3, 5772
Mollie Boorstein
Monday, 2/27/2012 Adar 4, 5772
Father Michael Abraham
Charles Baron
Irene Brown
Libbie Levin
Miriam Schulman
Louis Solomon
Florence Stillman
Mary Yunich
Tuesday, 2/28/2012 Adar 5, 5772
Eva Alkes (Chava)
Lawrence Levy
Mariasel Reed

Wednesday, 2/29/2012 Adar 6, 5772

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Havurah Vatik will not be holding events
in January and February.
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GUEST COMMENTARY

Dear Members of Synagogue and Temple:

| wish you a very Healthy and Happy New
Year!

For more than 20 years, | have felt that because
of the demographics of this area, the only way a
healthy religious Judaism will survive in Glens
Falls is to merge our two congregations. As the
years go by, this has become obvious to many
members of both congregations with whom |
have spoken, and they look with favor on
merger.

The problems we face are not unique to us.
They are pervasive throughout the country
among many different religious groups and
different size communities.

| found this quote in the Summer 2009 "Reform
Judaism" magazine by Rabbi Eric H Yoffie, URJ
President, "In a small town it may be that a
struggling Reform and a  struggling
Conservative Synagogue will have to...join in
cooperative programming, and even formal
mergers."

The Presidents of both our congregations have
been in contact in the past year about discussing
the subject of merger but movement has been
very slow and superficial so far.

| feel that the only way a successful merger will
be brought about is to bring in an experienced
facilitator at the right time to be sure our
planning and execution of the plan is done

properly.

Right now, | would like to see every member of
both congregations make a New Year's
resolution to learn more about our financial and
membership problems, to get involved and to
start working towards a solution, merger, before
it is too late.

Sincerely, Orel Friedman



JANUARY 2012 Monthly Planner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
NEW YEARS TSRS FAST OF THE Office Closed 9 AM Services
DAY 6-7:30PM 10™ OF TEVET 6:30 PM GOLDEN GIRLS
8 AM Services 7 PM Bingo Service
No TSRS
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8 AM Services SHEVAT Office Closed 9 AM Services
TSRS 7 PM Bingo The Glen
6-7:30PM 6:30 PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8 AM Services Martin Luther KOSHER 7 PM Bingo Office Closed 9 AM Services
King Jr. Day DELIVERY
Family Dinner &
Hadassah Book 5 -;S3I?)I§M : Service 6:30 PM
Club 10:30AM : BULLETIN
DEADLINE
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8 AM Services Office Closed 9 AM Services
TSRS 7 PM Bingo
TSRS 6-7:30PM 6:30 PM
9:30 -Noon Service
TSRS Musical
Fundraiser
2-4PM at Shul
29 30 31
8 AM Services
TSRS

9:30 - Noon




